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 Some of the biggest questions we hear regarding 
Estes Thrives are, "What is Estes Thrives?”, “What's 
next?" or "What updates are happening with Estes 
Thrives?"    

First, it helps to understand Estes Thrives is a strate-
gic plan with several key objectives.  The answer to 
these questions are different for everyone.  

Once you understand what Estes Thrives is, you will 
begin to see it around you, at work in the community 
on a daily basis. 

“Estes Thrives is an   

initiative that brings  

students, community, and 

learning professionals  

together to design the  

future of Estes Park.” 
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Some upcoming events that exhibit the Estes Thrives initiative are the Estes Park Moun-
tain Festival (April 28 & 29), which is a celebration of Arbor Day, Earth Day, and Mountain 
Culture all rolled into one (for more information visit www.facebook.com/
EPMountainfestival for more information); the 1st Mountain Music Festival (May 13) 
which is a benefit supporting Estes Park Schools Music Programs (for more information 
visit www.facebook.com/epmmf2017), and several other projects and events throughout 
the community.   

 
Last fall, the Estes Park Environmental Club,    
Environmental Science class and the Estes Valley 
Watershed Coalition worked together with the 
help of several organizations in the community to 
plant over 3,000 native plants, bushes and 
trees.  This project helped to restore the riparian 
vegetation that was lost in the devastating flood of 
2013. An extension of this effort is planned for this 
Spring during the last part of April.   

For coverage of Estes Thrives projects, please 
visit our website www.estesthrives.org and check 
out our “Estes Thrives in Action” tab. 

http://www.facebook.com/EPMountainfestival
http://www.facebook.com/EPMountainfestival
http://www.facebook.com/epmmf2017
http://www.estesthrives.org


Neighborhood Learning Conversations  
The most current stage of this multifaceted process is the introduction of “Neighborhood 
Learning Conversations.” The Board of Education and the EPSDR-3 Administration 
team, along with strategic partners of Estes Thrives,  have been busy hosting 
"Neighborhood Learning Conversations" or NLCs in small settings (between 4-12 peo-
ple) in homes, coffee shops, and there have even been a few held in a yurt!   
 
The discussions are focused on the rapid pace at which technology and education are 
changing, and what the vision of our future successful graduates looks like from different 
angles. 
 

A couple of the Estes Park Elementary School teachers have brought the conversation 
into their classrooms to get a wide variety of feedback, no matter what the age lev-
el.  The information we have gathered, so far, is extremely valuable. The conversations 
have been passionate and rich. The community members who have joined into the con-
versation are excited and ready to participate in the future of our children.  There is still 
time if you would like to join the conversation.  There were 10 conversations scheduled 
during March, and there are several "NLC's" scheduled between now and May 1st.   
 
If  you want more information on participating in an NLC, please reach out to us at 
estesthrives@gmail.com!  

“What is  

happening with 

Estes Thrives?” 

A Neighborhood Learning Conversation was taken into a  
kindergarten classroom.  



Next Steps:  

On May 11th, the Estes Thrives team will hold a  

Community Learning Conversation in the High School Commons, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.   
 
At this special concluding conversation for our data collection stage, 
we will present the results and information collected throughout the 
Neighborhood Learning Conversations and begin creating the next 
steps toward preparing our young people and our communities for a 
bright and hopeful future. 

  

Contact Us 

Contact us if you want to hear more about Estes Thrives and the role it plays in our  

Community.  

(970) 586-2361 Ext. 3003 

estesthrives@gmail.com  

Visit us on the web at www.estesthrives.org  

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/estesthrives  



Spotlight in the Classroom: Real World Scenarios 

The 1st Grade Classes were all given a project the week of April 3rd.  

They were planning to go on an all day hike in the mountains.  In groups of 3-4 chil-
dren, the first task they were given was to make a list of items that they would fill 
their backpacks with for the hike.   After all of the brainstorming, each group was 
only allowed to take 10 items. Items in the final supply lists ranged from food and 

water to sunscreen and extra clothes.  

The second part of the project surrounded a change in the weather during their 
hike.  There was a storm moving in, and they were going to have to spend the night 
in the woods.  The students were given a wide variety of recycled materials to 
choose from to build their shelter.  They were given the following shelter require-

ments:  

1. The shelter must fit on the tray  
2. Your shelter may not be any taller than 15 inches high 
3. All people must fit completely inside your shelter  
4. It must withstand wind. Your shelter must stand when all team members blow on it  
5. CHALLENGE: Your people must stay dry during the storm  

Solar Panel for Heat 

The 1st Grade class did not disappoint.  The challenge was met with 
excitement, creativity, ingenuity, and complex thought.   One of 
them was even equipped with a solar panel for warmth, while anoth-
er had a chimney to build a fire.   

Each group presented their shelter to their classrooms and 
performed a wind test, while all members of the group blew as 
hard as they could on the shelter.  After their presentations, 
the students started working on writing in collaborative groups 
about their projects.  The shelters will be on display at the 
Mountain Festival on April 28 and 29th, 2017.   

The four 1st grade classes who participated in the project were Mrs. 

Hart’s class, Mrs. Leija’s Class , Mrs. Keller’s class and Mrs. Jurgen’s 

class.  The idea came from a recent professional development training 

on design thinking.   

The teachers were very pleased with the teamwork and critical thinking 

skills that grew out of this exercise, and they are excited to see how 

they can integrate 21st Century Skills, and design thinking projects into 

their classrooms more often.   


